English text

SDG in Iceland

In March 2017, the Icelandic government decided to appoint a working group of the Prime Minister’s Office,
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, the Ministry for the Environment and Natural Resources, the Ministry of
Welfare, the Ministry of Finance and Economic Affairs and Statistics Iceland, which would manage the
analysis, implementation and promotion of the Sustainable Development Goals. In order to ensure the
involvement of all the ministries in the work, a contact group was also formed, comprised of representatives
of other ministries, as well as an observer from the Association of Local Authorities in Iceland.

In the autumn of 2018, the working group was reorganised and now consists of representatives from all
ministries, the Association of Local Authorities in Iceland and Statistics Iceland, as well as observers from
the Youth Council for the SDGs and the UN Association in Iceland. The representative of the Prime
Minister’s Office is chairman of the group and the Foreign Ministry’s representative vice-chairman.

According to the government’s decision, the principal task of the working group initially was to analyse the
status of the targets for the SDGs, draft a status report with proposals on prioritisation of targets for the
government, and set forth proposals for future arrangements and procedures in connection with the
implementation of the goals in Iceland. In particular, the SDG working group was to look at how to integrate
the implementation of the SDGs with government policy and planning and how to work on implementation
of the goals in cooperation with domestic stakeholders.

Following the submission of the status report in the summer of 2018 and the adoption of the 65 priority
targets, the working group has worked systematically on implementing the SDGs, with emphasis on the
priority targets. The working group also handles international cooperation on the goals and has overseen the
preparation of the first VNR to the United Nations High Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development
(HLPF). (Heimsmarkmidin, 2020)

Priority targets

The UN Sustainable Development Goals consist of 17 objectives and 169 targets, as well as 232 indicators.
Most of the 169 targets are applicable to Iceland, but to varying degrees. It soon became clear that in order to
achieve measurable results in the implementation of the targets in Iceland, they had to be prioritised in order
to improve efficiency and oversight in policy formulation and planning. It should be mentioned, however,
that the priority targets do not exclude work on implementing other targets. The aim is to implement all the
targets that apply to Iceland, and a good number of them have already been implemented. In those cases,
emphasis will be placed on doing even better and, at the same time, sharing Iceland’s experience and
expertise with other nations of the world.

The first steps taken to prioritise the targets were to evaluate what data existed in Iceland on each indicator
and its quality. It was important that the data be internationally comparable and that the related indicators be
clearly defined. In July 2017, the Institute for Sustainability Studies (ISS) at the University of Iceland was
entrusted with evaluating the data collection that had already taken place. The objective of this project was to
prepare two reports, firstly, an assessment of the quality of the data collected by the SDG working group and,
secondly, to make proposals on behalf of the Institute on methodology for prioritising the SDGs in Iceland.
Work then proceeded based on the proposals presented in the second report, following a so-called “Criteria-
Based Framework”. The goals were evaluated using four criteria: conformity with the government coalition
platform, connection to Icelandic reality, access to data and distance to target, using a specific scale;
however, the weighting of the criteria differed in the calculations. Following consultations with government
experts, 65 targets were given priority in the government’s work in implementing the SDGs in Iceland and in
international cooperation for the next few years. (Heimsmarkmidin, 2020)
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VNR 2019

Iceland‘s first national status report for the SDGs was published in June 2018 and provides insight into
Iceland’s position vis-a-vis the targets in both the domestic and international arena. Icelands first Voluntary
National Review (VNR) report on Iceland is based to a considerable extent on that work (Heimsmarkmidin,
2020).

Summary from the VNR Report

Iceland is fully committed to the implementation of Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development both
nationally and internationally. The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) have been integrated into
government policy on social, economic and environmental affairs, with a particular emphasis on building a
peaceful and just society, free from fear and violence. Domestically, the Government aims to identify and
better serve marginalised groups in society and to build partnerships to address the large environmental
footprint of modern lifestyle. Iceland is still a net contributor to climate change, but heads for carbon-
neutrality at the latest in 2040. Internationally, Iceland shares its expertise in gender equality, land restoration
and the use of sustainable natural marine and energy resources through its international cooperation,
contributing to global progress on SDGs 5, 7, 13, 14 and 15. The promotion of human rights for all,
including LGBTI persons, is a cornerstone in Iceland’s foreign policy and its international development
cooperation — in line with Agenda 2030 and the Government’s domestic priorities. In particular, Iceland has
been a vocal champion of gender equality and the empowerment of women, a key driver for the achievement
of the SDGs.

Process

An inter-ministerial working group leads the work of the Icelandic government towards implementing the
SDGs. It has mapped Iceland’s position for all 169 targets and specified 65 priority targets that will guide the
authorities in implementing the goals in the coming years. Data has been gathered for 70 of the indicators for
the SDGs, which are based on a defined methodology, but more work remains to strengthen the statistical
foundation of the SDGs in Iceland. The SDGs serve as guiding principles in Iceland’s development
cooperation, as the government’s main goal in development work is to reduce poverty and hunger and to
promote general welfare based on gender equality, human rights, and sustainable development. New
initiatives aim to build public-private partnerships in international development cooperation, as the SDGs
will not be met unless the private sector is a part of the solution. Strong emphasis has been placed on
integrating the SDGs into the government’s five-year fiscal strategy. Linking SDG targets directly to specific
government policy 4 objectives offers an opportunity to map the means of implementation of specific targets,
estimate funding allocation for the SDGs at any given time and anticipate potential synergies and trade-offs.
Additionally, efforts are being made to actively involve local authorities in their important role in
implementing the 2030 Agenda.

Inclusion

The government acknowledges that implementing the SDGs will require a concerted effort by many different
stakeholders. Therefore, the government has focused on consultation and cooperation on the implementation
of the goals, both internationally as well as nationally. The Icelandic Youth Council for the SDGs gives
young people a platform to express their voice to policy makers. Children have the right to have their views
heard and child participation is crucial for the successful implementation of the 2030 Agenda. Iceland’s
VNR report was made available in the government’s electronic consultation portal to invite the opinions of
various parties. This feedback was taken into account in writing the final report. Further and more effective
consultations with various stakeholders is planned on a regular basis.

Challenges
Iceland is a Nordic welfare state with a relatively high standard of living. For ten consecutive years, Iceland
has been ranked both the world’s most peaceful country and the one with the greatest gender equality.


https://www.heimsmarkmidin.is/library/Heimsmarkmid/Primary_Targets_int_010719.pdf

Despite real success in many areas, Iceland still faces a variety of challenges and has a way to go before
achieving some of the SDG targets. The VNR report attempts to give a clear picture of Iceland’s main
challenges for each of the 17 goals, with the aim of identifying marginalised groups, such as immigrants and
persons with disabilities, in order to leave no groups or individuals behind. Climate change is one of the
major challenges in Iceland as well as responsible consumption and production. The VNR sets out the next
phase of Iceland’s implementation of the SDGs, including the ambitious government’s Climate Action Plan,
which is an example of a co-ordinated policy laid out by seven ministers in consultation with various
stakeholders (Government of Iceland, 2019)

SDG 11 in Iceland status
Below is the status on Goal 11 in Iceland (Government of Iceland, SDG, 2020)

Home  Goal 11

11.31 11.3.2

Ratio of land consumption rate to

Proportion of cities with a direct
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Proportion of population that has

Proportion of urban population living in

slums, informal settlements or inadequate  convenient access to public transport, by population growth rate participation structure of civil society in
housing sex, age and persons with disabilities urban planning and management that
operate regularly and democratically

Total expenditure (public and private) per
capita spent on the preservation,
protection and conservation of all cultural
and natural heritage, by type of heritage
(cultural, natural, mixed and World
Heritage Centre designation), level of
government (national, regional and
local/municipal), type of expenditure
(operating expenditure/investment) and
type of private funding (donations in kind,
private non-profit sector and sponsorship)

11.6.2

Number of deaths, missing persons and
directly affected persons attributed to
disasters per 100,000 population

1.7

Direct economic loss in relation to global
GDF, damage to critical infrastructure and
number of disruptions to basic services,
attributed to disasters

1172

Proportion of urban solid waste regularly
collected and with adequate final
discharge out of total urban solid waste
generated, by cities

11.a1

Annual mean levels of fine particulate
matter (e.g. PM2.5 and PM10) in cities
(population weighted)

11.b.1

Average share of the built-up area of cities
that is open space for public use for all, by
sex, age and persons with disabilities

11.b2

Proportion of persons victim of physical or
sexual harassment, by sex, age, disability
status and place of occurrence, in the
previous 12 months

Tlel

MNumber of countries that adopt and
implement national disaster risk reduction
strategies in line with the Sendai
Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction
2015-2030

Proportion of local governments that
adopt and implement local disaster risk

Proportion of financial support to the least
developed countries that is allocated to

reduction strategies in line with national
disaster risk reduction strategies

the construction and retrofitting of
sustainable, resilient and resource-
efficient buildings utilizing local materials

Proportion of population living in cities
that implement urban and regional
development plans integrating population
projections and resource needs, by size of

city




Icelandic text

Heimsmarkmidin & Islandi

Heimsmarkmid Sameinudu pjodanna um sjéalfbaera proéun voru sampykkt af fulltrGum allra adildarrikja
Sameinudu pjodanna i september arid 2015. Markmidin, sem gilda & timabilinu 2016-2030, eru 17 talsins
med 169 undirmarkmid og taka badi til innanlandsméala sem og alpjodasamstarfs & gildistimanum.
Adalsmerki heimsmarkmidanna er ad pau eru algild og pvi hafa adildarrikin skuldbundid sig til pess ad vinna
skipulega ad innleidingu markmidanna badi & innlendum og erlendum vettvangi Gt gildistima peirra.

Heimsmarkmidin eru sampett og drjifanleg og mynda jafnveegi milli priggja stoda sjalfbeerrar prounar;
hinnar efnahagslegu, félagslegu og umhverfislegu. P4 fela pau einnig i sér fimm meginpemu sem eru
mannkynid, joroin, hagseld, fridur og samstarf. Adalinntak markmidanna er jafnframt ad engir einstaklingar
eda hopar verdi skildir eftir. Pvi er mikilveegt ad riki horfi ekki eingéngu til medaltala vid malingar & arangri
sinum heldur nalgist innleidingu markmidanna & heildsteedan hatt. Heimsmarkmidin eru margpeett og
metnadarfull og krefjast skipulagdrar vinnu af halfu stjornvalda en einnig patttoku og samstarfs 6likra
hagsmunaadila. P4 eru innri tengsl og sampeett edli markmidanna afar pydingarmikil fyrir framkveemd peirra.
Ohatt er ad fullyrda ad ef pjodum heims tekst ad na markmidunum innan gildistima &tlunarinnar pa mun Iif
allra og umhverfi hafa batnad til mikilla muna arid 2030 (Heimsmarkmidin, 2020).

Forgangsmarkmid rikisstjérnarinnar

Rikisstjornin sampykkti i juni 2018 ad forgangsrada 65 af 169 undirmarkmidum heimsmarkmida Sameinudu
pjédanna vid innleidingu peirra & islandi. Forgangsrodunin tekur mid af stjornarsattmala rikisstjornarinnar
auk pess sem peim markmidum var forgangsradad sem krefjast mestrar vinnu af halfu stjérnvalda til ad peim
megi na fyrir ario 2030.

Forgangsmarkmidin endurspegla aherslur stjérnvalda vid innleidingu markmidanna naestu arin. bau Gtiloka
b6 ekki ad unnid verdi ad innleidingu annarra markmida, sér i lagi peirra sem vel eru & veg komin. pa verdur
jafnframt 16gd ahersla 4 ad midla reynslu og pekkingu Islands til annarra pjoda heimsins.

Sja nanar i stoduskyrslu verkefnastjornar heimsmarkmidanna

Forgangsmarkmid rikisstjornarinnar

Heimsmarkmid 11 Sjalfbaerar borgir og samféldg

Fyrir nedan ma sja stddu markmids nr. 11 (Government of Iceland, SDG, 2020)


https://www.stjornarradid.is/lisalib/getfile.aspx?itemid=14565f37-7dd6-11e8-942c-005056bc530c
https://www.stjornarradid.is/lisalib/getfile.aspx?itemid=b4fcb683-900e-11e8-942a-005056bc4d74

Heim ~ Markmid 11

1111

1121

11.3.2

Hiutfall ibda i péttbyli sem bua i
fataskrahverfum, 6formlegu hisnzedi eda
dvidunandi hiisnzedi.

1141

Hlutfall ibda med audvelt adgengi ad
almenningssamgdngum, eftir kyni, aldri og
fotludum einstaklingum.

11.5.1

1131

Hlutfall milli landnytingar og
folksfidlgunar.

11.5.2 .

Hlutfall borga med beinu patttakuferli fyrir
ibia vid skipulag og stjérnun béttbylis,
med reglubundnum og lyadraedislegum

heatti.
ot

11.6.1

Heildaritgjcld (opinberra adila og
einkaadila) & mann sem varia er til
vardveislu, verndunar og fridunar allrar
menningar- og nattiruarfleifdar, eftir
tegund arfleifdar (menningararfleifa,
nattaruarfleifd, blondud arfleifd og arfleifa
4 heimsminjaskra UNESCO), tegund
stjormvalda (landsstjorn, svaedisstjorn og
sveitarstjorn), teqund fjarmégnunar
(rekstrarutgjold/fjarfestingar) og tegund
einkafjarmégnunar (gjafir i fridu,
6hagnadardrifinn einkageiri og kostun).

11.6.2

Fjoldi daudsfalla, tyndra einstaklinga og
folks sem ordid hefur fyrir beinum ahrifum
af vildum hamfara & hverja 100.000 ibda.

1171

Beint efnahagslegt tap af voldum hamfara
i tengslum vid verga landsframleidslu &
hnattreena visu, skemmdir &
pydingamiklum innvidum og truflanir &
veitingu grunnpjénustu.

172

Hlutfall fasts drgangs fra péttbyli sem er
safnad saman mea reglubundnum haetti
og er fargad med vidunandi heetti sem
hlutfall af heildarmagni fasts Grgangs i
béttbyli, eftir borgum.

Tl.ail

Arlegt medalgildi fingerds ryks (p.e. PM2,5
og PM10) i borgum (vegid m.v. ibdafjélda).

11.b.1

Medalhlutfall uppbyggdra svada i borgum
sem eru opin svaedi til almennrar notkunar
fyrir alla, eftir kyni, aldri og fétludum
einstaklingum.

11.b2

Hlutfall einstaklinga sem eru polendur
likamlegrar eda kynferdislegrar areitni,
eftir kyni, aldri, fétlun og stadsetningu
verknadar, 4 sidastlidnum 12 manudum.

Tlel

Fjoldi landa sem hafa sampykkt og komid
til framkvaemda innlendum dzstiunum um
ad draga Ur ahrifum hamfara i samraemi
vid Sendai-rammaaztiunina um forvarnir
gegn nattdruva 2015-2030.

Hlutfall sveitarstjérna sem hafa sampykdkt
og komid til framkvaemda stadbundnum
daetlunum um ad draga dr hrifum
hamfara i samraemi vid innlendar daetlanir
um pad.

Hlutfall fjarstudnings til peirra landa, sem
eru skemmst & veg komin i préun, sem
Gthlutad er til byggingar og endurbéta &
varanlegum, dlagspolnum og
audlindanytnum byggingum dr
byggingarefnum af svaedinu.

Hlutfall ibla sem bua i borgum sem komid
hafa til framkveemda dastlunum um préun
i péttbyli og svaedisbundna proun par sem
mannfjéldaspar og audlindanctkun hefur
verid sampaett, eftir staerd borgar.
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